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1. Aims 

This policy aims to ensure: 

● We  establish quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good 
progress and no child gets left behind 

 

● We work in close partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. 

 

● We provide a structured, secure, caring and well-resourced learning environment both inside and out 
which meets all the individual developmental needs of ‘young learners’ and underpins all future 
learning. 

 

●  We enable the children to become confident, motivated and happy learners, developing the skills 
and attitudes necessary for their own successful future learning. 

 

●  We enable their early development to take place within the caring and nurturing environment of 
Brownmead Academy, in line with the ethos and values, which the school upholds and promotes. 

 

●  We develop independence and individuality, whilst fostering respect and tolerance for others 
irrespective of ability, race, creed, gender or background. 
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2. Legislation 

 

This policy is based on requirements set out in 2021 handbook EYFS reforms early adopter version June 
2021 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/919681/E
arly_adopter_schools_EYFS_profile_handbook.pdf 

3. Structure of the EYFS 

 

From birth, children are eager to learn about their environment by exploring and investigating. In the 
Foundation Stage, we aim to build on and reinforce this natural sense of curiosity. The Early Years and 
Foundation Stage Curriculum is taught through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities. Through 
play and discovery, children are supported by staff to acquire new skills, concepts and attitudes in all aspects 
of their social, physical and intellectual development. 

 

Our EYFS at Brownmead comprises of 2 Reception (FS2) classes. Each class has 30 places available per 
school year. Each class has a qualified Teacher as the Key worker and a Level 3 Teaching Assistant. We 
also have an additional part time level 3 Teaching Assistant between the 2 classes.   

The school day begins with registration promptly at 8.55am and ends at 3pm. 

The day includes outdoor provision as well as free choice snack time where children are encouraged to 
eat a piece of fruit for their snack. This is repeated during the afternoon session also. All children are 
expected to stay for lunch, which is a hot meal, and will be eaten in the hall; this is an important part of 
our school's family ethos and is a high priority for each child. This is an opportunity for children to develop 
fine motor skills using a knife and fork as well as trying new foods.  
  

Parents and carers may bring their child into the Early Years' area for start of the day activities (SODA) in 

the morning from 8.40am to help ease the transition from home to school. Parents and carers may re-enter 

the EYFS area from 2:55pm, ready for the end of day at 3pm. This allows parents to collect EYFS children 

before older siblings finish at 3.30pm. 

 

At Brownmead Academy the children share two classrooms with a large outdoor area. The Outdoor area 
provides additional learning opportunities as an extension of the indoor learning. In the mornings Teaching 
and Learning is more structured and has specific learning intentions through differentiated teaching. This is 
because we do not have a nursery attached and many of our children have little or no previous education 
prior to starting in reception. During the afternoons, We have a short talk for write focus input before children 
are encouraged to freely access the provision with the support of adults. Adults are trained to observe, 
facilitate and assess the learning. 

Adults assess the children using classroom monitor. We collect photographic evidence for each areas of 
learning as well as having an independent writing book. Adults also collect evidence of learning from across 
the curriculum in their learning Journal Folder. Each piece of work has a toolkit sticker which adults indicate 
the level of support given, links to the areas of learning on, which age band it links to and a smiley face 
teacher assessment of the child’s effort and wellbeing during the activity. 

  

 

 

4. Curriculum 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/919681/Early_adopter_schools_EYFS_profile_handbook.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/919681/Early_adopter_schools_EYFS_profile_handbook.pdf


 

4 
 

Our early years setting follows the 2021 Early Adopter curriculum. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is a comprehensive statutory framework that sets the 

standards for the learning, development and care of children from birth to five. The EYFS extends from 

birth to the end of Reception and the beginning of Key Stage 1. The curriculum should therefore be seen 

as part of a continuum of learning, which begins at birth, extends throughout the years of compulsory 

schooling and establishes the young person as a lifelong learner. At Brownmead our school values 

underpin all teaching, learning and conduct, providing a context in which children's spiritual, moral and 

social development (SMSC) may take place.  Play underpins the delivery of all the EYFS. 

 

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-
connected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for igniting 
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and 
thrive.  

 

The Prime areas are: 

Communication and Language  

Listening, Attention and Understanding ELG 

 Children at the expected level of development will: 

 - Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when 
being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions; - Make comments about 
what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding; 

 - Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers.  

 

Speaking ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary; 

 - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate;  

- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present 
and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Self-Regulation ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will: 

 - Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour 
accordingly; 

 - Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate 
impulses when appropriate; 

 - Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, 
and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 

 

Managing Self ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will: 

 - Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of 
challenge; 

 - Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly;  
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- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and 
understanding the importance of healthy food choices. 

 

Building Relationships ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others; 

 - Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers;  

- Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 

 

Physical Development  

Gross Motor Skills ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will: 

 - Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others; 

 - Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing; 

 - Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 

 

 Fine Motor Skills ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases; 

 - Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;  

- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

 

The prime areas begin to develop quickly in response to relationships and experiences, and run through and 
support learning in all other areas. The prime areas continue to be fundamental throughout the EYFS, work 
together, and move through to support development in all areas. 

 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 Specific areas: 

Literacy  

Comprehension ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their 
own words and recently introduced vocabulary; 

 - Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 

 - Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems and during role-play.  

 

Word Reading ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will: 

 - Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 

 - Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 

 - Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some 
common exception words.  

Writing ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will: 
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 - Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;  

- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;  

- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.  

 

Mathematics  

Number ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will: 

- Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number;  

- Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;  

- Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including 
subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.  

 

Numerical Patterns ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;  

- Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than 
or the same as the other quantity; 

 - Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how 
quantities can be distributed equally.  

 

Understanding the World  

Past and Present ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will: 

 - Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  

- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class; 

 - Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling; 

 

People Culture and Communities ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction 
texts and maps;  

- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;  

- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.  

 

The Natural World ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;  

- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;  

- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the 
seasons and changing states of matter.  
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Expressive Arts and Design  

Creating with Materials ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function; 

 - Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;  

- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.  

 

Being Imaginative and Expressive ELG  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;  

- Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; 

- Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with 
music. 

 

The specific areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society. 
They grow out of the prime areas, and provide important contexts for learning. 

Our curriculum is taught through a range of topics tailored to the cohort. We use weekly class textsand a 
reading spine to link learning and to engage all children. To ensure we are part of whole school initiatives we 
use an adaptation of the talk 4 write strategy, Resilient Reader, Colourful Semantics and Read, Write, Inc.  

 

4.1 Planning  

Staff produce weekly planning of activities and experiences, usually based around a class text linked to the 
topic/theme. The themes are planned using the pupil voice to ensure we provide an engaging range of 
activities specific to the children’s interests. The planning includes a wide range of opportunities, resources 
and experiences that enable children to develop and learn effectively. In order to do this, practitioners 
working with the youngest children are expected to focus strongly on the 3 prime areas. Planning should 
include a prime and a specific learning objective for each session (morning and afternoon). Morning planning 
has a maths focus with a range of activities linked to either the maths or the topic available to choose from. 
Children are able to access resources independently during this time and staff are at hand to question and 
facilitate learning opportunities.Following this Children participate in motor skills activities aimed to help 
develop handwriting. These range from doh disco, to pencil control to just dance for gross motor movements. 
Before all children receive a Read, Write, Inc session in reading ability groups. After lunch time children have 
a talk 4 write input followed by  focus activity and free flow choice activities both inside and out linked to the 
text or the topic.  

Staff also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their 
care, and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience. Where a child may have a 
special educational need or disability, staff consider whether specialist support is required, linking with 
relevant services from other agencies, where appropriate.  

In planning and guiding children’s activities, practitioners reflect on the different ways that children learn and 
include these in their practice. The classroom environments are set up into designated areas to promote 
children’s independence. The resources are easily accessible and labelled.  

 

4.2 Teaching and Learning 

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix 
of adult-led focus activities which are differentiated and child-initiated activities. Practitioners respond to each 
child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interaction. 

The fundamental principles of teaching and learning which are detailed within the whole school Teaching 

and Learning policy are applied within the Foundation Stage. The core purpose at Brownmead is to teach 

for enjoyment and progress, ensuring that all children steadily acquire and improve skills, knowledge and 

understanding. In EYFS children join a community of lifelong learning - children and adults alike. High 
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quality expectations for teaching, learning and conduct is established in EYFS and is consistently and 

clearly applied throughout the school. The more specific features of good practice which apply to the EYFS 

are as follows: 

  

●  A close partnership between teachers and parents/carers that helps our children to develop a 

positive self-image of themselves as learners and, therefore, to feel secure and confident at 

school; 

●  The understanding that teachers have of early child development and special educational needs 

and how this relates to teaching and learning; 

● A kinaesthetic and visual approach to curriculum delivery, which provides rich and varied 

opportunities for ‘small world’ play - using toys and models which replicate real life activities - and 

for role play (involving areas inside and outside the classroom which simulate real life situations and 

provide opportunities for imaginative play); 

● The range of approaches that provide first-hand experiences; give clear explanations; make 

appropriate interventions; and establish and develop the children's ability to play, socialise 

and communicate with others; 

●  A very strong emphasis on communication - including speech therapy as required - to 

generate a language for learning; to seek every opportunity to talk with children about their 

learning, encouraging them to listen and respond productively as appropriate to their level of 

need; 

●  The carefully planned and well-resourced curriculum and schemes of work that help children to 

maximise their potential against the Early Learning Goals (see above). This includes off-site visits 

and drawing on the resources of the local and wider community; 

● The high value placed on Music, Art and the performing arts; 

●  A safe, high quality-learning environment - both indoors and outdoors, available throughout 

all seasons and weathers; 

●  The assessment, through observations, of children's achievement, progress and future 

learning needs, which are regularly shared with parents and carers, and the appropriate 

resourcing and training of staff to meet the children's needs; 

●  The good relationships between Brownmead, other educational and early years settings and 

agencies within the area. 

 

As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led 
activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for year 1. 

 

4.3 Characteristics of Effective Learning 

The Characteristics of Effective Learning run through and underpin the 7 areas of learning and development, 
as detailed in the ‘Statutory Framework for the  EYFS’. 

The Characteristics focus on the Learning processes ‘how’ that occurs throughout every day activities and 
experiences, rather than outcomes. These encourage the children to remain  ‘effective and motivated’ 
learners. The characteristics are reflected in teaching and learning practice, observations of the children and 
records kept in order to track the children’s learning and progress. The characteristics support transition from 
home to EYFS to Year 1 informs child’s next stage of development and future learning needs. 
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At Brownmead we use the Achievosaurs to identify Characteristics of Effective Learning. These are 7 child 
friendly dinosaur characters which link to an aspect of the characteristics. 

They enable children to become more aware of how they learn, and give them language to explain the skills 
they use when learning. 

 

 

 

The Aims of the Achievasaurs are; 

● For the children to start using the language for CoEL. 
● Children using the CoEL to develop their own skills and knowledge, e.g, “I’m going to be a Tryatops.” 

Developing skills for life. 

 

5. Assessment 

In order to measure children’s progress, during the first few weeks in Reception the teacher assesses the 
ability of each child on entry. A brief initial assessment of their knowledge of number and sounds is followed 
by a baseline assessment of the seven learning areas through well thought out learning opportunities and 
observations. Baseline observations are informed by the document ‘Individual Child Profile: Development 
Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)’. These baseline assessments are completed as soon 
as possible and no later than the first half term for each child. Baseline assessments allow us to identify 
patterns of attainment within the cohort and to plan for individual children and groups of children. We use this 
information to inform planning and set targets for the children. 

In order to ensure quality baseline assessment, Reception teachers work together for moderation to ensure 
data is agreed and that teachers’ judgements are robust and accurate. We participate in phase internal 
moderation with Senior Leaders and external moderation with MAT EYFS settings as well as with schools in 
the local consortium. This is repeated at the end of each half term for every summative data capture. The 
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children are also assessed for Read, Write, Inc Phonics regularly. This ensures pace in their reading 
progression.  

At Brownmead Academy ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. 
Staff observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations 
are used to shape future planning. We use Classroom Monitor as an ongoing assessment tool and learning 
Journal. Practitioners also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers. 

At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 
early learning goals, indicating whether they are: 

● Meeting expected levels of development 

● Exceeding expected levels or,  

● Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) 

The profile reflects ongoing observations and discussions with parents and/or carers. These results are 
submitted to the Local Authority in the summer term. The results of the profile are then shared with parents 
and/or carers in their annual end of year school report.  

6. Induction and Transition 

A Parent information evening is held in June for parents of the prospective Reception group. The purpose 
of this meeting is to welcome all our families to the Brownmead Academy family, to disseminate important 
information, to encourage discussion and to emphasize the vital importance of home-school cooperation 
and mutual support. This marks the beginning of the home-school partnership, which we regard as high 
priority for the benefit of all our children. 

  

Links will be made with the pre-school settings and where practicable the EYFS Leader/ Class 

teacher will make a visit in July. Class teacher and teaching assistant will also arrange a home visit 

for each child. The purpose of this is to see the child in their own familiar setting, where they are 

confident and comfortable. He/she will be encouraged to share a favourite toy or game and provide a 

chance for parents to ask individual questions pertinent to their own child and his/her needs. 

  
 Towards the end of the Reception year, the teachers will begin to prepare the children for the more formal 
education which they will receive in Year 1. We do this by:  Gradually moving the timetable in the summer 
term to one more akin to that of Year 1.  Allowing the children to spend time in the Year 1 classrooms with 
Year 1 staff – more frequently for those children with special needs.  Scheduling a ‘Meet the Teacher’ day 
towards the end of the summer term, when all classes will spend part of the day with their new teacher in 
their new classroom.  Allowing time for the teachers of the existing classes to ‘handover’ to the Year 1 
teachers, giving information on family background, learning styles, friendship groups, academic ability, 
progress achieved through the year etc. Ensuring we have an open door policy for any concerns the parents 
and/or children may have. This Transition continues into the first term of year 1 where children experience a 
curriculum similar to EYFS based on their end of EYFS results.  

7. Working with Parents 

We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between practitioners 
and parents and/or carers. 

Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development. The progress check 
and EYFS profile helps to provide parents and/or carers with a well-rounded picture of their child’s 
knowledge, understanding and abilities. 

Each child is assigned a key person who helps to ensure that their learning and care is tailored to meet their 
needs. The key person supports parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s development at home. The key 
person also helps families to engage with more specialist support, if appropriate. 

Further communication systems between school and parents include: 

● Class Dojo 

● Weekly Homework to practise/extend learning from the week 

● Newsletters 

● School Website 
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●  Daily opportunity for brief updates at the point of dropping off or collecting children. Anything more 

than a few minutes' conversation will require an appointment to be made through the school office 

● When appropriate for the children opportunities to join the school approximately every fortnight on 

a Friday afternoon for a Celebration assembly where children will share their learning and 

celebrate their achievements. Exact dates will be published on the newsletter and website at the 

beginning of each term and individual children’s parents will receive an invitation 

● Home/school reading journal 

● email / telephone via the school office; 

● Progress meetings will take place in November, March and June; 

● Information meetings and workshops will take place throughout each school year. In EYFS this will 

include the teaching of reading and early maths skills. 

 

8. Safeguarding, Welfare and GDPR (refer also to MAT 
safeguarding policy) intimate care and use of mobile phones and 
cameras 

Brownmead Academy takes the safety of its pupils very seriously and various related safety policies and 

procedures are available in the school office and published on our website. The headteacher or the 

Governor with responsibility for Health and Safety will be happy to discuss these in more detail should a 

parent / carer wish to do so. Specifically the following procedures must be observed: 

  

● At 9am the gate to the EYFS area are closed and the exterior gates to Pencroft Road and 

Glascote Grove are locked. Security systems operate throughout the day to enable visitors to 

enter via one main gate on Pencroft Road and report to the school office. A visitor can only 

gain access to the teaching parts of the building via the school office and foyer, requiring a 

staff member to open security doors. All parents must leave promptly at 9am. 

●  Similarly the reverse of the above procedure operates from 3.15pm. to enable prompt collection 

of children at the end of the day 

● No child will be handed over to the care of any adult other than a parent / carer or person 

nominated by the parent and known to the Reception class staff. If an alternative adult is collecting 

a child they are required to call the school office whereby a password system is put in place to 

ensure the correct adult collects the child. 

● No mobile phones / cameras other than the designated school mobile phone and cameras may 

be used in EYFS. Visitors including parents are expected to respect this. Any visitor or volunteer 

spending time in Reception will be asked to leave mobile phones in a secure place within the 

school office 

● The EYFS learning environment is checked frequently for health and safety and this is recorded 

in a log scrutinised regularly by the Caretaker/Health & Safety Lead. The Health and safety 

governor monitors that any repairs and maintenance is undertaken in a timely manner. 

The class teacher is responsible for the pastoral care of each child as well as the academic side of school 
life. Teaching Assistants support the class teacher in this important role and are both qualified in Paediatric 
First Aid. Medication will be kept in the school office, well out of reach of pupils and administered in 
accordance with the Medicines in School Policy. EYFS follow the whole school behaviour policy. We do not 
use capital punishment under any circumstances. Physical intervention is only permitted to avert immediate 
danger of injury to self or others. Such occasions will be recorded and reported to the Head Teacher/ 
Governors. Parents will be informed on the same day or as soon a reasonably practicable.  

Any occasions where intimate care is required will be assessed on a situation basis. Brownmead Academy 
doesn’t have the facilities to change nappies. Where assistance is required, 2 members of staff should be 
present. Where this is not possible, parents will be contacted for assistance. We have a box of donated 
clothes available as spare clothes when accidents occur. However, due to relying on donations it is not 
always possible to provide clean spare clothes to change into, in these cases parents will be contacted to 
provide underwear and clothes.  
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All safeguarding and child protection concerns will be reported to the Designated Safeguarding Lead and 
procedures followed in accordance with the school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy. The EYFS 
Leader is a trained DSL. 

 

Our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our whole school safeguarding policy. 

9. Monitoring Arrangements 

This policy will be reviewed and approved by A. Winters every year.  

At every review, the policy will be shared with the governing board. 
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10. List of statutory policies and procedures for the EYFS and where 
they can be found  

This checklist lists the policies and procedures that we must have according the EYFS statutory 
framework. 

Statutory policy or procedure for the EYFS Where can it be found? 

Safeguarding policy and procedures  Child Protection and Safeguarding 
policy 

WHMAT GDPR policy 

 

Procedure for responding to illness Health and Safety policy 

Administering medicines policy Supporting pupils with medical 
conditions policy 

Emergency evacuation procedure Health and Safety policy 

Procedure for checking the identity of visitors Child protection and Safeguarding 
policy 

Procedures for a parent failing to collect a child and for 
missing children 

Child Protection and Safeguarding 
policy 

Procedure for dealing with concerns and complaints Complaints policy 

Whistleblowing policy 

 

 


